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stamps, excise, customs, post and telegraphs, irri-
gation, and railways. The military expenditure is
rather more than the land revenue, and is, of course,
the chief head on the debit side; but there is no
naval bill in addition to pay. A large falling off in
opium, to satisfy those who regard it as wicked to
supply China, which also grows the poppy, with
the drug, is a serious matter, and from the Indian
taxpayers' point of view hard to justify; while
the salt revenue progressively declines as further
reductions are made in the duty, which has now
come down to one rupee, or is. 4d., for a maund
of 83 Ibs.

The land revenue, which is described in Chapter
V., is permanently settled in most of Bengal, a
quarter of Madras, and in parts of the United
Provinces ; elsewhere it is periodically fixed.

In the permanently settled tracts the incidence
of the land revenue is about two-thirds of a rupee
(icd.) per acre of cultivated land, about one-fifth of
the rental, and about one-twenty-fourth of the gross
value of the produce. In the temporarily settled
tracts it averages about one and a half rupees (2s.)
per acre, is rather less than half the rental, and
averages about one-tenth of the gross value of
the produce.

The total debt of India is less than ^250,000,000,
and is not more than half that of England in pro-
portion to the revenue, while most of the amount